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MARQUESS  OP LANSDOWNE
1888-1894   '
TTENRY CHARLES KEITH PETTY-FITZMAURICE,
J-1 afterwards 5th Marquess of Lansdowne, was bom on
14th January 1845, the eldest son of Henry, 4th Marquess,
by his second wife, the Hon. Emily Jane Mercer-
Nairne, daughter of Auguste, Count de Flahaut, by
Margaret, daughter of Admiral Lord Keith and Baroness
Nairne in her own right. The Fitzmaurices were a very
ancient Irish family who had inherited large landed estates
in Kerry and had increased them by marriage with the
heiress of Sir William Petty in the eighteenth century.
Their principal home was at Bowood in Wiltshire, and
among their ancestors they reckoned Lord Shelburne, the
Whig Prime Minister, 1782-83, and Lord Henry Petty,
Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1806-7, who refused a
dukedom fifty years later. He, the 4th Marquess, had been
for many years Chairman of the Great Western Railway;
and his wife's father, a reputed son of Talleyrand, was
sometime French Ambassador in England.
By blood and tradition Lord Clanmaurice, as he w<as
first called, was thus destined for a diplomatic and parlia-
mentary career. He was educated at Eton, where Arthur
Balfour was his fag, and at Balliol, but he never had the
chance of sitting in the House of Commons, for at the age
of twenty-one he succeeded his father and took his seat in the
House of Lords. Almost at once he was made a Junior Whip,
and in November 1869 he married Lady Maud Hamilton,
youngest daughter of the 1st Duke of Afeercorn. From 1872
to 1874 he was Under-Secretary for War; and when the
Liberal Government returned to office in 1880 he went for a
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